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FOR RURAL AND
ENVIRONMENTAL AMAZONIAN
DEVELOPMENT IN CAQUETÁ

GUIDELINES



Initiative for the creation of a
new public policy on rural and
environmental development in
the department of Caquetá. 



The principles and guidelines presented in this docu-
ment  are the result of the work with local actors from 
Caquetá, community leaders, youth, indigenous peoples, 
and public officials on the rural and environmental de-
velopment needed in the department. This proposal in-
cludes the knowledge and experience of various local 
and departmental leaders who reflected on their vision 
of development within the framework of the diploma 
program in Rural and Environmental Amazonian De-
velopment led by Fondo Acción in association with the 
Universidad de la Amazonia. 

This academic program not only sought to strengthen 
participants’ capacities, but also had the goal of an-
alyzing the territorial occupation process as well as 
the models of development in the region. This is made 
in order to construct a proposal for multidisciplinary 
and multisectoral guidelines that will determine what 
Caquetá needs to consolidate rural and environmental 
development with a territorial focus that addresses the 
department’s Amazonian characteristics.

The coordinators, facilitators, and participants of the 
diploma program hope that this exercise becomes a 
common public agenda for Caquetá that overcomes the 
temporary geographic and political borders and contrib-
utes to the creation of its own indigenous, endogenous 
development that is environmentally friendly and pur-
sues the ideas and initiatives of the communities in the 
department.



PRINCIPLES
FOR ACHIEVING RURAL
AND ENVIRONMENTAL
AMAZONIAN DEVELOPMENT
IN CAQUETÁ

Democratic and participative governability leads 
to collective agreements between strategic ac-
tors in order to achieve environmental gover-
nance and, in particular, to join development 
planning instruments with true and legitimate 
environmental and territorial regulations at all 
levels in the department.

These principles are considered to be the foundation and 
support of the criteria guiding collective thinking and the 
decisions of the different strategic social actors in Caquetá. 
They are the essential reference for a new public policy on 
the rural and environmental development of the depart-
ment of Caquetá.

Governance & 
governability



Environmental awareness and education are pil-
lars for protecting and conserving the Amazoni-
an territory by strengthening leadership, auton-
omy, and empowering social organizations.

Empirical knowledge, customs, and ancestral 
and peasant farmers’ traditions together with 
academic, scientific, and technological knowl-
edge boost the territory’s identity and will con-
tribute to the improvement of Caquetá’s quality 
of life.

Environmental 
education

Interculturality
and territory
identity



Social and ecological responsibility  as well as 
a sense of belonging are essential in order for 
cultural, economic, and productive processes to 
be oriented towards reducing pressure on the 
ecosystems and not exceeding what nature can 
handle.

Sustainable agroecological models favor the 
production, access, availability, and consumption 
of organic, nutritious, harmless, and healthy 
foods of Amazonian origin.

Sustainability

Food and
nutritional
security and 
overeignty



The territory is built in a participatory and dem-
ocratic manner. Rural and environmental Ama-
zonian development is understood not as a reg-
ulatory imposition, but as an agreement among 
neighbors, as an issue of political culture where 
opportunities to build social relationships based 
on equality and peace are found. 

Social inclusion and a differential and gen-
der-based approach, the latter understood as 
the progress in overcoming discrimination and 
the effective enjoyment of women’s rights, 
strengthen civil society participation and con-
tribute to improvements in quality of life and 
the reduction of poverty, discrimination, and 
inequality. 

Coexistence

Citizenship and 
social inclusion 



GUIDELINES
FOR THE PUBLIC POLICY ON
RURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
AMAZONIAN DEVELOPMENT 
IN CAQUETÁ

1 Conservation, protection and 
recovery of renewable natural 
resources

Environmental governance starts with 
knowledge of the territory, its participa-
tory regulations, and the formalization of 
land ownership. These will be essential 
considerations for the urgent closure of 
the agricultural frontier. 

The Amazon region in Caquetá has its own physical, so-
cial, cultural, environmental, and productive characteris-
tics that need to be respected and recovered. We need to 
adapt to these conditions and reduce our impact on them. 

Alternatives for infrastructure, housing, and transport 
should support the responsible and eco-efficient use of 
natural resources and participatory action in order to 
achieve community wellbeing. The wellbeing of the people 

These basic guidelines seek to facilitate the creation or con-
struction of a proposal for a public policy on rural and envi-
ronmental Amazonian development in Caquetá.



2 Rescue of Amazonian
cultures

in Caquetá depends on the comprehensive, sustainable, 
and productive management of their territory. Aggressive, 
extractive economic practices such as the illegal extraction 
of wood and the exploitation of hydrocarbons and met-
als must be avoided. As an alternative, the generation of 
income for the rural communities should be promoted, 
starting with the conservation and defense of natural re-
sources such as nature tourism, payment for environmen-
tal services, and the sustainable use of wood and non-
wood-based products in the forest.

Education and art are fundamental instruments for the 
development, transformation, and awareness of environ-
mental management and policy.  Its application requires 
a differential approach towards gender inclusion through 
the recognition and rescue of the woman – nature rela-
tionship.

Based on the historical memory of Caquetá, significant 
events and positive milestones in the relationship between 
nature and man must be salvaged in order to build a new 
future for the department. 

It is necessary to recognize the common-unity of ances-
tral, afro-descendant, traditional, and peasant farming 
cultures (that are in line with the spirit of life and nature) 
in the territory’s origin in order to consolidate a sense of 
belonging, roots, and Amazonian identity. 



Drawing from the blood and ethnicity ties, imposed 
thoughts and mental models need to be decolonized in 
order to rebuild the values and beliefs of the territory.  

The recovery of ancestral languages and dialects is pro-
posed by institutionalizing cultural events such as celebra-
tions, ceremonies, parties, and different representations, 
exhibiting culinary, artistic, spiritual, and artisan expres-
sions, dances, traditional games, chants, stories, music, 
myths, and Amazonian rituals and legends. 

The rural and environmental Amazonian development 
in Caquetá must respond to the quest for a good living, 
which pursues conditions for a life of dignity, love, and 
freedom through the conservation and sustainable use of 
tropical Amazonian forests, as well as caring for water 
sources, soil, and subsoil. 

In this respect, the territory’s intangible and cultural her-
itage needs to be protected through the creation of dif-
ferent spaces, frameworks, organizations and institutions 
that contribute to building different programs, cultural 
centers, eco-museums, and other places that promote the 
Amazonian cultural diversity of Caquetá.

he policy needs to reestablish a new in-
stitutional framework that builds social 
fabric and recognizes the community as 
a regional service priority based on pub-
lic interest and the common good. The 
promotion of Amazonian territorial em-
powerment processes is important and 
cannot be postponed, which is done by 

3 Decentralization and
democratization of
public policies 



strengthening and building the capacities of leaders and 
social organizations, supported by a proposal for compre-
hensive education, which incorporates tools for democratic 
governability and environmental governance. Therefore, it 
is essential for the community organizations to be social 
actors who create their own development and are protag-
onists of local governance in the territory.  

The social institutions and organizations should be re-
inforced with clear rules, manuals for coexistence, and 
social-political and environmental agendas agreed upon 
locally, implemented for the benefit of the department. 

It is urgent and necessary for the State, the society of 
Caquetá, and the institutional framework to recognize 
women as social, political, and productive actors, and 
make their valuable contributions to the integral develop-
ment of the Caquetá region known.
 

4 Changes for the wellbeing
of the Amazonian territory

Community organizations need to be the productive foun-
dation of Caquetá, considering their knowledge of the eco-
nomic, social, and environmental conditions of the Amazo-
nian territory. Hence, proposals for improving productivity 
in the department need to come from a local level, with 
reinforcement and support from academia and the insti-
tutional framework.



Caquetá needs diversification and productive associativity 
strategies focused on food security and sovereignty based 
on agroecology and the strengthening of family agricul-
ture.  

The research done in the Caquetá territory should con-
tribute to an improvement in production, considering the 
department’s strategic location and its values and charac-
teristics unique to the Amazonian territory.  

The formalization of land ownership and its titling using 
a differential and gender-based approach is necessary for 
producers to have access to appropriate financial mecha-
nisms, incentives, projects and technical assistance. 

The promotion of an alternative financing system is pro-
posed for rural and environmental development, based on 
instruments such as environmental compensation rates, 
those directed towards the conservation, protection, and 
recovery of the natural ecosystems in Caquetá.  

The department needs a policy and legislative agenda de-
veloped in coherence with the territory’s ecological struc-
ture in order to guide the management of rural and envi-
ronmental Amazonian development. 

Promoting nature tourism as a potential productive line 
is also necessary in Caquetá. This economic activity will 
make taking advantage of the different landscapes pos-
sible, generating alternative income for families and the 
region and promoting environmental conservation.  

Incorporating a differential territorial approach is import-
ant, from the recognition of the environmental and cultur-
al diversities, traditional and ancestral wisdom as well as 
wisdom from peasant farmers, together with scientific and 
technological knowledge to promote autonomy and food 
sovereignty in the department. 
 



The department’s livestock farming cannot continue to be 
so extensive. A sustainable livestock model adapted for 
the Amazonian territory’s agroecological conditions needs 
to be implemented.

The creation and reinforcement of the framework and or-
ganizations is needed for the commercialization, distribu-
tion, and marketing of the products and services offered 
by peasant farmers, women, indigenous peoples, afro-de-
scendants, and other rural communities.

5 Community development
as an endogenous process

Community Action Boards, peasant farmers’ and women’s 
grassroots social organizations must be strengthened in 
order to promote endogenous rural development that will 
allow access to all public services and promote land titling 
and the right to decent housing.

The lack of community participation in decision making 
and monitoring creates the need for spaces and mecha-
nisms for citizen participation, citizen oversight and social 
control committees for creating, managing, and controlling 
the development plans, public budget, and monitoring tax 
execution. 



Education in rural areas and in the department should 
be differential, guaranteeing quality and accessibility, with 
educators from the region that construct and own their 
Amazonian identity. 

In order to promote territorial development with an Am-
azonian identity, the empirical and ancestral knowledge 
of the indigenous, peasant farmer, and afro-descendant 
communities, as well as traditional female wisdom, should 
be joined with formal education, academia, and agroecol-
ogy.   

Health must be improved with infrastructure, quality 
technology, and permanent attention by specialized pro-
fessionals who are able to offer complete and humanized 
coverage to the whole community. Frequent integral and 
preventive health brigades should be prioritized, especial-
ly for the most vulnerable populations such as women, 
children, and the elderly. It is also necessary to salvage 
and recognize traditional ancestral and peasant farmer 
knowledge of medicine. 

Furthermore, promoting and boosting youth participation 
in political and organizational structures in the community 
is necessary, encouraging and strengthening youth groups 
focused on innovative educational processes, through art 
and culture, mainly focused on sexual, environmental, and 
political education, and on recreation and leadership. Sim-
ilarly, youth entrepreneurships related to the rural sector 
should be encouraged.   



Signed by the participants of the
Diploma Program in Rural and

Environmental Amazonian
Development.

November 2016,
Florencia, Caquetá
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